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Doug Tolmie spent the majority of his career with 
KOMO Channel 4 as a talk show producer.  With 
over 500 shows to his credit, he began his talk by 
saying he�d •never made his interviewees cry. That,Ž 
he said, •was a cheap trick.Ž  But his heartwarming 
stories, a tribute to his storytelling and video editing 
skills, often left his audience in tears.  Doug�s career 
with KOMO ran 
from 1978 to 2003 
where he worked 
primarily on special 
projects, from 
Children�s Hospital 
fundraisers, the 4th of Jul-Ivars Specials, to the high-
est rated local program of its time, •Town MeetingŽ 
with Ken Schram.
 Doug then quit television broadcasting and began 
his own company, Storytellers Communications, Inc.  
Strategic storytelling, Doug explained, •helps people 
build relationships of trust.Ž  In an organization you 
need to build trust, and he listed two steps.  The “ rst 
was to connect with people through stories.  The sec-
ond was to validate your stories through your actions.  
•It�s tough,Ž he said, •to execute both of these.Ž
 Doug�s form of storytelling is through video edit-
ing, •Video is completely different.  The [writer�s] 
pages are divided in half.  The writer writes audio 
portions and video portions, and the �track� is what 
actually has to be written.Ž  The rest are comments 
already on tape.  He uses no set-ups, only •real stuff 
from the heart.Ž  First he logs all his shots „ long 
shots, short shots, words 
spoken, and the background.  
Then he organizes the video 
clips, picks the music, and 
adds narrative for a script.  
Then comes the magic of 
editing.  Words, sound, and 
picture come together in one 
cohesive whole.  Doug then 
showed a video clip made 
•only to negate some nega-
tive stories previous aired 
on patient/doctor relation-
ships.Ž  This turned out to be 
a touching story of a young 
boy with cancer, and the 

considerations that his doctor put into his care.  The 
clip showed a caring doctor and medical staff, af-
fected by their patient, and trying to do what was best 
for a child with a fatal disease.  This, Doug said, •was 
against the standard doctor stereotype of the time.Ž
 As part of Storyteller Communications, Doug 
often organizes nonpro“ t charity events.  They are 

•only moderately successfulŽ most 
of the time, but through the use of 
storytelling, they can raise phenom-
enal amounts of money.  By con-
necting the Museum of Flight�s new 
WWII “ ghter aircraft opening with 

the WWII Fighter Aces pilots� convention that hap-
pened to be in Seattle at the same time, Doug created 
an event with a storyline.  He invited the 70 WWII 
“ ghter pilots, including six Medal of Honor recipi-
ents, to the Museum of Flight�s •Wings of HeroesŽ 
event where their stories were told and their patrio-
tism honored.  The event broke records for fundrais-
ing, and many of the pilots whose wartime contribu-
tions had never been acknowledged, were •stunnedŽ 
with the 12 standing ovations they received.
 Finally, Doug�s company creates corporate imag-
es. •Facts and “ gures have no emotions.  If you want 
to connect, you have to tell stories.Ž  Listening to the 
employees and owners, Doug creates a meaningful 
corporate history. He rewrites their Mission State-
ments, usually taking a very long, complicated para-
graph written by committee and shortening it down. 

•Y OU •VE  BEEN  GIVEN  A GIFT .  SHARE  THIS  
GIFT  ANY  TIME  YOU  POSSIBLY  CAN . B ECAUSE  
IT DOES  MAKE  A PROFOUND  DIFFERENCE  TO 
THE  PEOPLE  AROUND  YOU .Ž

THE  POWER  OF  STORY TELLING

On a Mission: Companies’ Mission Statements

To make people happy    „ Disney

To give ordinary folk the chance to buy the same things as rich 
people have    „Walmart

Earning the trust of our customers one at a time 
       „ Nordstroms

To solve unsolved problems innovatively „ 3M

To restore people to full life and health „ Medtronic

Building better lives for women and their families 
       „ YWCA

continued on next page
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The most signi“ cant recent event has been the 
release (in May) of the pictorial history book, 
Alderwood Manor. The book is a title in Arcadia 
Publishing�s •Images of AmericaŽ Series. Because 
the photos in the book are primarily from the col-
lection of the nonpro“ t Alderwood Manor Heritage 
Association, Marie reports she assigned the royalty 
payments to them.  They just received a $600 check 
for sales through June 30! The next royalty check 
will be for books sold July 1 to December 31, so it 
is anticipated it will be signi“ cantly larger due to 
holiday sales. For more information on the book 
go to www.arcadiapublishing.com, and search for 
Alderwood Manor or Marie Little.
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M ARIE  L ITTLE  HONORED  BY  THE  W ASHINGTON  MUSEUM  A SSOCIATION

Congratulations to SFL Treasurer Marie Little! In June, 
the Washington Museum Association awarded her with 
the 2006 Award of Individual Excellence for editing the 
Alderwood Manor News Clippings, the quarterly news-
letter of the Alderwood Manor Heritage Association.  It 
reads, •Marie has signi“ cantly enriched the preserva-
tion of the heritage of South Snohomish County, in turn 
enriching that of Washington State.Ž
 Northwest Prime Time featured an article on Ma-
rie, When the Road Crossed the Chicken Farm by 

W HAT  IS ALDERWOOD  MANOR ?
If you�re like me and applauded the publication of the 
beautiful pictoral history book Alderwood Manor, co-
authored by Marie Little, but never knew what Alder-
wood Manor was, the article written by Jan Park will 
“ ll in the blanks. Take a Forward-Backward Walk in 
Heritage Park literally walks you through the park as Jan 
herself walks through.  There are trails, trees, picnic ar-
eas, and •Should it start to rain, it�s only a short distance 
from one building to the next.Ž
 The historic building, saved through the efforts of 
AMHA consist of •The Main StoreŽ originally a grocery 
store, now turned museum.  Another is the Heritage 
Cottage, once the residence of the superintendent of the 
Demonstration Farm.  It is now the Heritage Resource 
Center.  Humble Cottage named after its second owners 
the Humbles, is now a Genealogical Research Library 
run by the non-pro“ t Sno-Isle Genealogical Society. 
From 1910 to 1939, the community was linked to Seattle 
by an electric Interurban Trolley Line. It was a 45-min-
ute ride to and from Seattle; and Trolley Car 55 is now 
parked under a shelter in the park.  
 To visit, Heritage Park is located at 19903 Poplar 
Way, Lynnwood.

•The simpler the message, the easier it is for people to 
follow,Ž Doug explained. He provided a few Mission 
Statements along with the companies they represented.
 Doug ended simply, •You�ve been given a gift.  
Share this gift any time you possibly can. Because it does 
make a profound difference to the people around you.Ž
 Oh, and the highest rated Town Meeting ever?  The 
guest was Shirley Temple.

Lila Rhodes, as well as publishing a sister article 
about Hertage Park, written by SFL member Jan Park.  
Rhodes� article gave Marie�s background and how she 
came to live in Alderwood Manor.  The area had been 
owned by Puget Mill Company, who built a demonsta-
tion chicken farm to •teach new residents how to raise 
appropriate crops and chickens on their “ ve-acre farms. 
The plan was so successful that Alderwood Manor was 
America�s second largest egg producer.Ž Marie and her 
husband Warren moved into the community.
 Now the area is part of Lynnwood and Marie�s once 
rural home is now only two blocks from the business 
district.
 Marie and other citizens formed the Alderwood 
Manor Heritage Association (AMHA)  because of their 
concern over development and the destruction of historic 
buildings.  Through their efforts Heritage Park, consist-
ing of park-like walks and surrounds as well as several 
historical buildings, was born.
 Marie says, •...we have brought back the spirit of 
community that existed in Alderwood Manor.Ž

Doug Tolmie continued from previous page
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Website at www.seattlefreelances.org

Letters to SFL are edited for space considerations. If you would 
like the complete text email info@seattlefreelances.org and 
specify the letter of interest. Here�s a letter with a happy ending.

Good Evening,
  My name is Hanspeter Krenmayr, I�m living in 
Switzerland and I started research on family members 
10 years ago. In your •Seattle Freelancer, May 2006Ž 
I found that one of your members is Ms/Mrs. Janice 
Krenmayr. I believe that she is related to Joseph Alois 
Krenmayr, who himself is directly related to the branch 
of my family (which was originally from Austria).
  I�d be glad if you could make it possible for me to 
contact Janice Krenmayr (maybe by e-mail). I thank you 
in advance for your kind efforts.

Sincerely yours
Hp. Krenmayr
 
PS: Please give me an answer

Dear Hanspeter Krenmayr:
       As a member of  Seattle Free Lances, I am writ-
ing to you regarding Janice Krenmayr.   Your message 
was forwarded to me since I am her longtime friend.  I 
telephoned her today to tell her about you.  Yes, she is 
the widow of Joseph A. Krenmayr, who died in 1987.  
She is now 93 years old and lives in a retirement home 
for older people. Her mind is alert and she is anxious to 
communicate with you. However, she does not use email 
so she suggested that you write a letter to her or else 
telephone her. 
       She told me that her husband Joseph immigrated to 
America when he was 12 years old.  He came with his 
parents.  His father had a cousin who lived in Canton, Ohio, 
who had a job for him.  Therefore, they were allowed to 
come.  Janice believes that there may be a relative still living 
in Ohio.  Janice and Joe did not have children.
       Best regards,     
       Janet Park

Dear Janet Park
  I�m happy to get an answer. I was trying to build 
up a family tree (together with a cousin in Vienna). We 
are trying on this matter for over 10 years and gathered 
many information.
  Please let Janice Krenmayr know, that I try to phone 
her or write her letter. I�d like to introduce myself a bit: 

  Krenmayr Hanspeter, born in CH, 28.10.1966, child 
of Joseph and Janette Krenmayr. I�m married, three girls 
at the age 15, 13 and 11.
 Father: Joseph Krenmayr,  born 1.3.1919 in Ror-
schach, youngest kid and last, who�s alive (in very good 
condition) of altogether  6 sisters and 6, brothers.
  Please, dear Janet (if I�m allowed to call you so), 
tell Janice this, and tell her also, that our intentions are 
only/sole on “ nding out about roots of our families. We, 
my cousin Willy Frank (in his sixties) and myself as also 
my father, are all very interested to get in touch to Janice 
Krenmayr.
  I hope to hear from you soon again. I thank you in 
advance for your kind efforts!
  
Best regards
Hanspeter Krenmayr

SFL,
 I�m a writer too, though a newbie and pretty un-
known.  I wrote of memoir of my time trapped in Iran 
(1982-83) and the years immediately preceding and 
following.  It�s called •Lost in Foreign Passions,Ž writ-
ten under my former Iranian name of Debra Kamza. I�m 

L ETTERS  TO  SFL
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writing you because you men-
tioned Frank Richardson Pierce on 
your site.
 When I was around 10, my 
grandfather and uncle bought an 
old warehouse together on High-
way 99 in Washington State which 
they converted into a big indoor 

he found more, including Frank�s obituary. He even lo-
cated a daughter, so I will share what I learned from him 
and also what I found in our “ les... 
 Frank�s obituary from The Seattle Times, January 9, 
1966:  Frank Richardson Pierce, one of the Northwest�s 
most proli“ c and successful authors, died Friday (Jan. 7, 
1966,) at age 78. He had written and sold more than1,300 
manuscripts, most of them “ ction with a Western or Alas-
kan setting. He also sold articles to magazines...

Janet Park

Greetings from Tennessee.  
Recently Glenn Evans sent me the diatribe subsequently 
published in the October NL. Our newsletter is (or 
should be) for the purpose of furthering the necessar-
ily nonpolitical purposes of SFL, not for disseminating 
anyone�s political agenda. I request that the editor apolo-
gize to the membership and avoid all further political 
activism. „ William R. Halliday

A Response to Jack Evans� Comments
  I�ll be the “ rst to defend Jack�s right to his political 
opinions and also to his right to express those opinions. 
However I do not feel that Seattle Free Lances is the ap-
propriate place to express them.
 For 85 years SFL has been Seattle�s premier orga-
nization for professional freelance writers. To the best 
of my knowledge, for all that time it has focused on ad-
vancing our craft, and been free of political discourse. If 
we are to survive for another 85 years, (or even another 
5), I think we had better stick to our non-partisan status. 
We have members of all political stripes, and someone is 
bound to be offended or angered once any controversial 
political comment is introduced. Many an organization 
has learned that the hard way.
  With that, let�s get back to Free Lancing, and stay 
there. Thanks for allowing me to respond.  „ Bette Filley

Editor�s reply:  The Board has passed a bylaw stating no 
political policies or commentaries may be published in 
the newsletter or website.  We are now of“ cially non-
partisan. I�m sorry, but I saw J. Glenn Evan�s •Letter to 
SFLŽ as a writing project near and dear to the author 
and placed it in the newsletter as such.  My political 
and religious views have no bearing in my decisions to 
include articles in the newsletter. „Sharon Yamanaka
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Frank at 8-mos. old

swap-meet. All I remember is the long drives there. 
 My mother, helping out, came across a wall in the 
back and found out that it was hollow, but had no doors 
going into it.  She found a suspiciously thin spot in the 
wall and, using a sledgehammer with the help of my 
father, made a door into that hollow space.  It opened 
into a time capsule of all things.  I was there, gaping, 
when the dust cleared and the lanterns were brought in.  
Inside, were shelves and pedestals full of antiques: baby 
shoes, books (The Complete Works of William Shake-
speare, Fight the Traf“ c in Young Women, a Book of 
Etiquette, old fashioned cook books, and many others), 
jewelry, a beaded handbag, post cards.... and photo-
graphs.  The photographs, at least some of them, were 
labeled Frank Richardson Pierce, Seattle, Washington.
 It was lucky we found the time capsule when we did 
because less than three months later the place burned to 
the ground.
 My mother gave the pictures to me today and I 
searched on the Internet to “ nd out just who the enig-
matic Frank Richardson Pierce was.  He shows up on 
more websites than yours.  I was really surprised.  Any-
way, I have a photo site at http:www.ampbreia.photosite.
com with Frank�s photos if you�d like to see them.  
 Meanwhile, on my main website, http:www.ampbre-
ia.com, I have a number of sections that I add to when-
ever the mood or a spot of interests strikes me.  One of 
those sections is Folk History.  My hope is that you can 
tell me some details of Frank�s life so I can do an article 
about him to go with the pictures.  Can you?  Please?

Janet Park wrote back giving her as much of Frank R. 
Pierce�s background as she had in the SFL archives.  In-
cluded are only a small sampling of her “ ndings.  

 Dear Debra:
 Several years ago a writer in Fairfax, Virginia, who 
was doing a survey of writers, contacted me to get info 
about FRP. I went through our “ les and came up with a 
few tidbits taken from old newsletters. In the meantime, 
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Just for fun
DARK  & STORMY  N IGHT  CONTEST  

This year�s 10 winners of the Bulwer-Lytton contest, aka 
•Dark and Stormy Night ContestŽ (run by the English 
Dept. of San Jose State University), wherein one writes 
only the “ rst line of a bad novel: 

10. •As a scientist, Throckmorton knew that if he were 
ever to break wind in the echo chamber, he would 
never hear the end of it.Ž 

9. •Just beyond the Narrows, the river widens.Ž  
8. •With a curvaceous “ gure that Venus would have 

envied, a tanned, unblemished oval face framed 
with lustrous thick brown hair, deep azure-blue eyes 
fringed with long black lashes, perfect teeth that vied 
for competition, and a small straight nose, Marilee 
had a beauty that de“ ed description.Ž  

7. Andre, a simple peasant, had only one thing on his 
mind as he crept along the East wall: �Andre creep... 
Andre creep... Andre creep.�Ž  

6. Stanislaus Smedley, a man always on the cutting 
edge of narcissism, was about to give his body and 
soul to a back alley sex-change surgeon to become 
the woman he loved.Ž 

GETTING  TO KNOW  YOU
N OV EMBER  SPEAKER :
   Gary Boynton, True Crime Writer
DECEMBER  SPEAKER :
    Jennifer McCord, writer, editor, educator, 
and publishing consultant 

September�s Getting to Know You:
FRANCES  DAYEE

Frances spoke about her “ rst book 
and the persistence required to “ nd 
a publisher, the dif“ cult content, the 
personal struggle, and “ nally the 

satisfaction of seeing her book both published and well-
received. Her book, Private Zone, came about through 
a terrible incident.  Her son was molested by a close 
family friend and in the aftermath, Frances realized there 
were several myths about molestation „ that children 
were molested because they were unsupervised, the mo-
lester was a stranger, and it only happens to girls. 
 There were few books on the subject, much less 
children�s books.  It was taboo at the time, but it was too 
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GETTING  TO KNOW  YOU

important to drop and she decided to write a children�s 
book.  It took her two weeks to write Private Zone and 
three years to publish it.  The book did well, and a men-
tion in the magazine Family Weekly sold 20,000 copies.  
Frances was invited to the Donohue Show, and with 
Phil�s request that no one be shy, she •took him to his 
word,Ž stood up and on national television, spoke about 
her book and the problem of child molestation.

 
5. •Although Sarah had an abnormal fear of mice, it 

did not keep her from eeking out a living at a local 
pet store.Ž   

4. •Stanley looked quite bored and somewhat de-
tached, but then penguins often do.Ž  

3. •Like an over-ripe beefsteak tomato rimmed with 
cottage cheese, the corpulent remains of Santa Claus 
lay dead on the hotel ” oor.Ž  

2. •Mike Hardware was the kind of private eye who 
didn�t know the meaning of the word �fear�; a man 
who could laugh in the face of danger and spit in 
the eye of death -- in short, a moron with suicidal 
tendencies.Ž 

 
AND THE WINNER IS... 
 
•The sun oozed over the horizon, shoved aside darkness, 
crept along the greensward, and, with sickly “ ngers, 
pushed through the castle window, revealing the pillaged 
princess, hand at throat, crown asunder, gaping in fren-
zied horror at the sated, sodden amphibian lying beside 
her, disbelieving the magnitude of the frog�s deception, 
screaming madly, �You lied!!�Ž



M USINGS  FROM  MARIANNE
I have been musing over the idea 
of a Mission Statement ever since 
Doug Tolmie our October speaker 
mentioned them as he concluded his 
talk. We don�t have one. Businesses 
have them. Philanthropic groups have 
them. Other groups have them too.  
The reason for the statements is to 
keep the organizations mindful of their main purpose, 
so it is stated in black and white. It should be short and 
to the point, one sentence.  We are published writers, 
but aren�t we more than that?  I�ll leave it up to you.  
If you come up with one send it to Sharon Yamanaka, 
info@seattlefreelances.org. She is home for a couple of 
months after foot surgery and could do with the extra 
communication. If we have several we can vote on 
which one is best. Oh yes, and if you think this is not for 
us, you can email that information also.
 After listing that Jim Pravitz accepted the position as 
membership chair, he found that a family problem made 
it necessary to have one of the shortest terms on record.  
However Susan Ashton graciously offered to replace 
him. Thanks, Susan.  
 Three guests attended our October meeting. Bruce 
Taylor sponsored Mark Ferrari and Roberta Gregory.  
Another guest was Sondra Kornblatt. We are looking 
forward to having them as members.
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SHOP  TALK  AND  MUSINGS

Helen Szblya writes, •My Op-Ed piece appeared in the 
Seattle Times on Oct. 5.  The article is posted on my 
website, along with info about my book at www.szablya.
com. The Hungarian program for the 50th anniversary is 
also posted at www.hungarianamerican.org. and www.
europeanweekly.net. You can read a different editorial on 
the European Weekly website about the 50th anniversary, 
which I wrote. Thanks a million.Ž

Jan Park�s article about Heritage Park in Lynnwood was 
published in the October issue of  Northwest Prime Time.

PoetsWest is celebrating its “ rst year anniversary of 
broadcasting from KSER 90.7 FM in Everett. Each week 
during the month of October, PoetsWest is featuring Best 
of ... selections from the past year on its weekly radio show 
every Friday at 4:30 p.m. (PST) from KSER 90.7 FM Poets-
West on The Road Home from Everett, WA. The broadcast 
is available via streaming by going to http://www.kser.org/ 
and following the Listen Live links.

J. Glenn Evans was interviewed as an historian for a 
documentary of Pike Place Market by Mark Sparks of VMG 
(Visual Media Group) for the upcoming centennial celebra-
tion of the Pike Place Market in 2007. J. Glenn Evans is the 
author of SCW Little History of Pike Place Market.

Larry Karp  reports that Poisoned Pen Press will bring 
out his new book, The Ragtime Kid, an historical crime 
novel, in November.  The debut signing will be at Seattle 
Mystery Bookshop, Sat Nov. 4, 12 noon -1pm.  Then 
he takes off for a promotional tour through Arizona and 
California, winding up at the West Coast Ragtime Festival 
in Sacramento, Nov. 17-19, where he says, •I hope to snare 
a bunch of new readers, and in any case, enjoy the music.Ž  
He will then do a discussion/reading Wed. Dec. 6, 7pm, at 
Third Place Books in Lake City. 

Sharon Yamanaka is recovering from foot surgery. The 
surgeon said the operation •couldn�t have gone better.Ž 
Quite a step up from the last time „ when she woke the 
doctor said, •You gave us quite a scare.Ž

L AST  CHANCE
If your 2006-2007 dues are not received by October 31, 
2006, you will be not be included in the SFL Directory.  
If you haven�t paid, please send a $25 check payable 
to Seattle Free Lances, to Marie Little, 17015 44th W., 
Lynnwood, WA 98037.

PROJ ECT  KERF
kerf  kurf, n. a cut: a notch: the groove made by a saw: 
the place where a cut is made.

Project Kerf is designed to forge links between Shore-
crest High School students and various Seattle writers in 
order to help high school student develop their creative 
writing skills. Over the course of two and a half months, 
high school students will communicate on a weekly 
basis with their mentors, allowing the mentor to guide 
the student through the creative and editorial processes.  
The mentorships will begin with a meet-and-greet 
assembly mid-October, and will run through the begin-
ning of December. This is the senior project of Kate 
Kremer and Nora Reikosky, both students at Shorecrest 
High School and the editors of Tattoo, Shorecrest�s Lit-
erary Arts Magazine. If you are interested, please email 
Kate Kremer at katedakota@earthlink.net.



Seattle Free Lances
5909 SW Stevens St.
Seattle, WA 98116

Newsletter 
Deadline for the December newslet-
ter is noon November 15. Send articles 
and news items to: Sharon Yamanaka at: 
info@seattlefreelances.org

The Seattle Free Lancer is a limited distribution newsletter with all copyrights remaining with the author. Permission to use 
materials is implied by submission „ for both printed publication and electronic posting to the Seattle Free Lances website. 

Contact individual authors for permission to use any of their work.

N EXT  GENERAL  MEETING

When: Tuesday, November 7, 2006  
Social Hour at 5:30 p.m.; Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Where: Lake City Elks Club (directions below)
Entrée: Buffet, Salad, and Dessert
Cost: $15/members and guests
RSVP: Noon Wednesday, November 1, to Jan Park at 206-524-6573 
  or janetpark@aol.com

Directions to the Elks Club 
(14540 Lake City Way NE)

From north : I-5 to 145th St. exit. Turn left, 
cross overpass, continue about a  mile to 
Lake City Way. Cross LCW before turning 
left into the Elks parking lot.
From south: I-5 Expressway to 145th, turn 
right and proceed about 1 mile to Lake City 
Way. Cross LCW before turning left into 
parking lot.
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